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1. Governing body update
British Rowing Club Emergency Fund
A British Rowing Club Emergency Fund was launched on 8 June 2020 to deliver grant funding to those Affiliated Clubs that are most in need as a
result of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and whose future would be in jeopardy without support. The fund was designed to supplement,
rather than duplicate, support from Sport England, the Government and other sources.
The fund is currently open until 8 September although this is subject to review and may be extended.
Full details of eligibility and the criteria for funding are set out on the British Rowing website. This includes who can apply, what will be funded and
not funded, supporting information required and FAQs.
Applications must be made using the online form available via this www.britishrowing.org/clubemergencyfund.
To date we have received 12 applications, three of which are still subject to review by the Club Emergency Fund Assessment Panel (including two
where additional supporting information has been requested). Of the nine applications assessed, three have been successful. Applications that have
not been successful failed to meet the stated eligibility criteria.
BRIC 2020
We’re currently reviewing the format of this year’s Mizuno British Rowing Indoor Championships, subject to the evolving situation regarding
COVID-19 and regular updates to government guidance. Prior to lockdown, the Mizuno British Rowing Indoor Championships 2020 had initially
been planned to take place at the Lee Valley VeloPark on 5 December, 2020.
Over recent months, however, we’ve been closely following the ongoing situation and considering several options to ensure that this year’s BRIC
can be as accessible, enjoyable and inspiring as in previous years - whilst complying fully with government regulations.
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The BRIC OC and the Directors’ Team Covid-19 Situational Review Group has now agreed that Mizuno British Rowing Indoor Championships
will not run as panned but we are looking at possible changes to location and competition format and we have encouraged all potential
competitors to save the date of 5 December, 2020 via email communication.
We will aim to provide further clarity as soon as we can, and in the meantime will continue to weigh up all available options with the necessary
parties.
British Rowing Plus
British Rowing Plus is our new content hub with exclusive content for British Rowing members. This includes the best rowing stories, workouts
and technical advice for all types of rowers. New content is uploaded every week with regular columns from some of the top rowing writers
including Martin Cross, Patricia Carswell, Martin Gough and Daniel Spring. There will also be regular updates from Matt Rossiter and Beccy Muzerie,
taking us behind the scenes in the GB Rowing Team camp.
British Rowing members are able to login using your normal username and password. Non-members can purchase a membership from less than
£3 a month and receive immediate access to content.
British Rowing Plus will bring you the
British Rowing club affiliation
Since the last update there has only been a small change on the number of clubs that are yet to renew their affiliation for the March 2020 – April
2021 period. 496 clubs have completed their affiliation and 43 clubs are outstanding, 26 clubs have not responded to any emails relating to club
affiliation. Emails have been sent out on the following dates 27th Jan, 17th Feb, 30th March, 21st April and 10th July. Another reminder will be sent in
September. Currently outstanding clubs have not been suspended, but this could change after September when we apply the six month rule.
If you have any questions please contact clubs@britishrowing.org.
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Back to Rowing / Competition
The latest advice to clubs on COVID-19 can be found at https://www.britishrowing.org/2020/06/latest-british-rowing-advice-on-coronavirus-covid19/. We are moving to Phase F as scheduled from 29 August.
Our proposal to restart competitions has been approved by the DCMS and this has now been published on the British Rowing website. This includes
information for organisers and competitors.
Challenge Hub
Challenge Hub is a new online platform that will host a range of on and off water, remote/ distanced rowing challenges and leagues for both individual
rowers and clubs, including schools and universities. A beta product was launched on 26th August, with an initial 250m time trial challenge. Further
skill and distance challenges will then follow.
The platform aims to provide a competitive offer that complements the annual rowing calendar as well as alternative offerings for recreational
rowers and newcomers to the sport. It also aims to support a safe return to competitive on-water activity. Considerable flexibility is being built into
the platform and its development will be informed by feedback from the rowing community.
Sport England / Government support for clubs
Sport England has announced that its Community Emergency Fund has been paused to allow them to process over 8,000 applications. We will let
you know if/ when the fund reopens.
Others funding sources are still available and these are listed below with links. We recommend that clubs investigate the loan options available,
some of which are interest free for a year and then have a very low interest rate if they are not paid off in the first year.
Governments Grant Funding Schemes for Small Business Grant Fund / Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Fund
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/882809/small-business-grant-and-retail-leisurehospitality-grant-guidance-for-businesses.pdf
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General Information to find out what financial support you can get for your business
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-during-coronavirus-covid-19
You can find financial support and advice for your Club at the following:https://www.gov.uk/business-coronavirus-support-finder & https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/financial-support-for-businesses-duringcoronavirus-covid-19
Business rates holiday for retail, hospitality and leisure businesses.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/check-if-your-retail-hospitality-or-leisure-business-is-eligible-for-business-rates-relief-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
Temporary changes to VAT payments to help manage cash flow.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/deferral-of-vat-payments-due-to-coronavirus-covid-19
Guidance for Small Business Grants Fund (SBGF) and Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant Fund (RHLGF).
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support-grant-funding-guidance-for-businesses
Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS)
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-coronavirus-business-interruption-loan-scheme
Bounce Back Loan Scheme (BBLS)
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-coronavirus-bounce-back-loan
Other additional resources that may be useful to anyone paying staff
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-support-for-business-from-outside-government
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Club Matters has also launched a Club Matters Coronavirus page on their web site which will be updated regularly. It provides guidance, toolkits
and case studies.
Keeping your club going
Please let us know at clubsupport@britishrowing.org what your club is doing so we can share it with rest of rowing community. We have been
publishing the ideas we are receiving from clubs here.
It is really important to make sure everyone stays safe while using online tools – our advice on this is available at:
https://www.britishrowing.org/2020/03/reminder-safeguarding-and-online-tools/
Tell us #YourStories
A reminder that if you have any interesting stories you’d like to share with the rowing community, remember to let British Rowing know via our
page here. #YourStories is designed to celebrate, inform, educate and highlight opportunities within rowing – whether it’s fundraising, club
development activities, key milestones you’d like to celebrate or dedicated volunteers you’d like to thank.
British Rowing Education & Training update
UK Coaching Review:
UK Coaching has completed its research into the British Rowing education and training programme and are now in the analysis phase. The
recommendations from this process will inform a new strategy for British Rowing’s education and training programme.
The education and training department would like to thank all those rowers, coaches, coach educators and parents of young rowers who took the
time to complete the survey or take part in the interviews. Your help is very much appreciated and will help shape our education offer and strategy.
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Diploma in Sporting Excellent Programme:
If you have an athlete in your region who is aged 16 – 18 years or aged 19 – 24 years and on an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan, who would
like to combine their training and education, they may be interested in our diploma in sporting excellence programme. For further details of this
programme with testimonials from former students, please follow the link here. The closing date for this programme is 1st September 2020.
Safeguarding Online Classroom:
While the face to face safeguarding workshop has been suspended, UK Coaching have developed an online workshop to fill the gap and give coaches
and club leaders the opportunity to continue their learning. This Online Classroom will raise your awareness of the tell-tale signs of abuse and give
you the tools and confidence you need to deal with any issues sensitively, appropriately and effectively should the need ever arise in your coaching
career. To book a place on this 2-hour workshop follow the link here. Please note, this online classroom session is for over 18’s only.
First Aid:
Some first aid providers are now offering face to face training once again. The red cross offer a number of training courses including a 4 hour First
Aid for Sport. Further details can be found here.
British Rowing Autumn Webinar Series:
Planning is taking place for the Autumn Webinar Series. It isn’t too late to let us know of your suggestion for future webinars. You can simply fill in
the suggest form here.
Coaches with outstanding Club Coach Independent Assessments:
The Education and Training team are starting to work with our coach educators to bring back parts of our programme, starting with those coaches
waiting for their Club Coach Independent Assessment. A statement has gone out to all coaches waiting for assessment but if you are in touch with
a coach who would like to undertake their assessment, then please ask them to get in touch with Pippa Harrison at education@britishrowing.org and
we will help them to make arrangements for their assessment to take place.
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British Rowing, Women’s Development Programme
We’re looking for the next generation of coaches to inspire the next generation of rowers. Details on the role can be found here:
https://www.britishrowing.org/job/british-rowing-womens-development-programme-support-coach/ Applicants should complete this application
form and send it to our HR Manager, Kasia Szkatulska. They do not need to provide a CV or covering letter. Applications will close at 09.00, 14
September, but we encourage interested parties to submit their applications as soon as possible.
Love Rowing Challenge and Film Screening

Still to be formally announced….
On Friday 11th September, Love Rowing will be launching a participation challenge which will run for 4 weeks. We will be encouraging as many of
our athletes, staff, clubs and members to get involved as possible. Participants will take on a challenge (this could be a row, swim, bike, run or a n
other!), donate to Love Rowing, post their workout and nominate three people to complete the challenge. The aims of the challenge are to
promote inclusion and diversity within rowing; raise awareness of Love Rowing’s aims, objectives and activities; and fundraise for Love Rowing.
Love Rowing is also excited to be hosting an online screening of the documentary ‘A Most Beautiful Thing’ on the weekend of the 18-21
September. Arshay Cooper, the author of the book on which the film is based, will join us for a panel discussion on the evening of Monday 21st
September. We will be marketing this soon and asking people to make a donation to ‘attend’. On the weekend of the screening, a link to the film
will be provided on the Friday evening which will be live for 3 days and we will then host the panel discussion on the Monday evening.
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2. Regional membership figures
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3. National membership figures
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4. Active partnerships and other contacts
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bedfordshire: Team Beds - Coach development: michelle@teambedsandluton.co.uk
Buckinghamshire: Leap - skitson@leapwithus.org.uk
Cambridgeshire: Living Sport - info@livingsport.co.uk
Essex: Active Essex - Volunteer and Club Development: Toby.Andrews@ActiveEssex.org
- Coaching lead: Lauren.Neve@ActiveEssex.org
Hertfordshire: Herts Sport Partnership - info@sportinherts.org.uk
Norfolk: Active Norfolk - Club development: aaron.roberts@activenorfolk.org
Northamptonshire: Northamptonshire Sport – info@northamptonshiresport.org
Suffolk: Suffolk Sport -Info@suffolksport.com
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5.

Funding opportunities

Sport England
The Sport England funding page has lots of information on finding funding, so if you are looking to purchase equipment or improve facilities more
information on their funds and how to apply can be found on their website - https://www.sportengland.org/funding/
Active Partnerships (Old CSPs)
Active Partnerships are networks of local agencies committed to working together to increase the number of people taking part in sport and physical
activity. Most of the Active Partnerships have funding pages which have information on local and national funding sources. For more information on
Active Partnership please visit the Active Partnership Network website - http://www.activepartnerships.org/active-partnerships
Tesco Bags of Help Grant
Bags of Help is Tesco’s local community grant scheme where the money raised by the carrier bag charge in Tesco stores is being used to fund
thousands of community projects across the UK. The projects must meet the criteria of bringing benefits to the community.
Bags of Help is administered by Groundwork who is working with Greenspace Scotland to support successful projects in Scotland. Visit the website
for more information - https://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme/pages/Category/boh-grant-for-project-tes
Sport Capital Fund
Sporting Capital is the ﬁrst social investment fund in England that focuses speciﬁcally on organisations and projects that help to develop communities
through sport and physical activity. They have a £3m Fund that provides loan funding of between £50,000 and £150,000 to eligible organisations.
Further details can be found on their website - www.sportingcapital.org.uk
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